
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

 

DAVID DUGGAN 

RICK PENDLETON 

SHARON PENDLETON 

 
FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

 
JACKYE KINNARD-Hendrick, Martye Underwood’s 
mom 
MRS. BENNIE HUGHES-friend of Karen Duggan 
LISA PATTERSON AND JANET VAUGHN-care-givers 
for their mother, Mrs. Bennie Hughes. 
TREVA PHARISS 
SHANE SHOCKLEY 
JAMES BOYD-bone cancer. Elaine and Bobby Goswick’s 
uncle 
TOMMY WIMBERLEY 
TRINITY BANNER-great-niece of Wayne and Guyla 
TAMARA MITCHELL- cancer, friend of Gary Trammel. 
JANA DUGGAN-cancer, sister-in-law of David and Karen 
Duggan 
RAY BLACK-cancer 
CYNTHIA HAYWORTH-health issues 
FRANKIE SQUYRES-cancer 
CRYSTAL GARCIA-cancer, friend of Lynn Richardson. 
DOLORES EVERS-dialysis, sister-in-law of Charles and 
Elaine Evers 
SHEILA BREWSTER-sister-in-law of Sheila and Roger 
Tonne 
MAVIS MITCHELL-dialysis, Sue Lodor’s sister-in-law 
JACK ROGERS-great-great-nephew of Sue Lodor 
COBY MEINZER-cousin of Juana Ash, diagnosed with 
ALS 
BONNYE ISENHOWER-friend of Sharon Toland 

HAPPY JANUARY 

BIRTHDAY 
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OUR SERVICE MEN 
AND WOMEN 

 

AUSTIN BURKHALTER-
grandson of Larry and Jinger 
Mahan 
MICAH CLAY- son of J.R. and 
Julia Clay. 
NICK CORDOVA-son of Ray 
and Merry Pendleton. 
GUY CRAIG- son of Connie and 
Bob Meason, grandson of Ruth 
and Bob Green and nephew of 
Guyla and Wayne White. 
JASON GRAHAM-Fort Hood, 
cousin of Melissa Trammel. 
ARIC HOLLEY-son of Sherry 
Strickland 
ZACHARY KARL-son of Perry 

and Debbie Karl and grandson 

of Elaine and Bobby Goswick.   

ADAM HAYWORTH-son of 

Patti Hayworth Reid. Grandson 

of Jean Hayworth. 
MAJOR JEFF MATSLER  

a9b¢![ I9![¢Iκ 

CLw{¢ !L5 /[!{{ 

Cw99 !¢ 

¢{¢/ 

W!bΦ п¢I !b5 W!bΦ нс¢I 

SANTA CAME TO THE  
LEARNING TREE  

CHRISTMAS PARTY 
DECEMBER 20, 2017 

 

FREE TRAINING 
AT TSTC 
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 This Advent season, I have been inviting you to make room for Jesus in your Christmas 

preparations and celebrations.  One way to do this is to invite Jesus into your relationships.  

The Christmas season is a time of focusing on all kinds of relationships, from coworkers at the 

office to extended family and friends, whether they are close or distant acquaintances.  We send 

Christmas cards, year-end letters and photographs to keep up with and renew the relationships 

that are important to us.  When we become Christians, we become instruments through which 

God loves and reaches out to others.  We develop a good, vertical relationship with God as our 

Father, and consequently we develop horizontal, loving relationships with others.  This is 

God’s world, and to at least some extent, we are all God’s family.   

 “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.”  How many times have we sung 

this song, and yet it is still so hard for us to really believe that God loves us, particularly when 

we make so many mistakes and often make a mess of our relationships.  Intellectually we may 

know that God loves us, but have you ever asked yourself, “Does God like me?  Does God look 

forward to spending time with me?” 

 In his book entitled, “The Wisdom of Tenderness,” Brennan Manning wrote, “In a mo-

ment of naked honesty, ask yourself, ‘Do I wholeheartedly trust that God likes me?  And do I 

trust that God likes me not after I clean up my act and eliminate every trace of sin, selfishness, 

dishonesty, and degraded love; not after I develop a disciplined prayer life and spend ten years 

in Calcutta with Mother Teresa’s missionaries; but in this moment, right now, right here, with 

all my faults and weaknesses?’  Can you answer without hesitation, ‘Oh, yes, God does like 

me; in fact, he’s very fond of me.’”  

 If so, then you have invited God into your heart and into your life.  This, of course, 

makes all the difference in the way you can love others.  This is the Good News of Christmas.  

The giving of God’s Son proves that God loves us just the way we are.  We didn’t earn the gift 

of God’s Son.  God sent his Son into our world because God likes us and loves us enough to 

save us.  We are loved and liked by God, so now we can love others, even those who don’t re-

turn the love or refuse to like us.  Won’t you let Christ into your heart and into your relation-

ships this Christmas?  Believe that God loves you, and look for ways to love others with the 

love of the Lord.     

 

Cal   

 

  




